Proposed Restricted Roads (20mph Limit)
(Scotland) Bill
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal

Q1. Which of the following bestexpresses yourview of the proposal to replace the current30mph default
speed limiton restricted roads with a 20mph limit.

Partially supportive



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to replace the current 30mph default
speed limiton restricted roads with a 20mph limit.

Please explain the reasons for your response

I would supportthis bill on conditionitincludes a plan to install self-funding 20 mph speed cameras widely
throughoutall the affected areas. This has 2 advantages: (A) The extra funds raised byspeed cameras
can be used (1) to pay for publicawareness campaigns and market this 20mph limitto motorists (you need
a lot of moneyto get this to work) (2) to re-synchronize traffic lights to 20 mph (Edinburgh hasn'tdone this
in my area- so rewards drivers who break the 20 mph limit) (3) to invest in public transportand cycle ways.
(B) The new law will actually be obeyed. This is essential to plan for before you introduce any new law.
This is based on my experience: 20 mph speed limits were introduced by Edinburgh city councilin my, and
nearby, streets but are not enforced. This brings the law into disrepute. Cars on these streets seemto be
going justas fastwhen the limitwas 30 mph. Today some cars even seem to travel at 40 mph on 20 mph
roads. The consultation itself states: "In 2015, 20mph roads had the lowestlevel of speed limitcompliance
in the UK, across all vehicle types — for example, 84% of cars exceeded the limit(compared with 52% on
30mphroads). In Bristol, 9 out of 10 drivers were caughtbreaking the new 20mph speed limit." And: "The
Bill will not make any changes to enforcementor the penalties for speeding...The report produced by Fife
Council stated that "Police Scotland are able to enforce these mandatoryspeed limits". Of course "the
police are able" but have they done so? Please acton the evidence that you, yourselfcite in this
consultation.

Q2. Couldthe aims ofthis proposal be better delivered in another way (withouta Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?

No

Please explain the reasons for your response
It needs legal backing

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, ifany, of the proposal?

1. It paves the way for national targets for commuters to cycle or go by public transport.
This has huge public health advantages. It will make Scotland far healthier. At presentmanypeople are
frightened by fasttraffic, so don't cycle.

2. It willreduce deaths dueto RTA.

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, ifany, of the proposal?

Unlike the 50 alcohol law, when that was introduced, this law doesn'thave any convincing plans for its
legal enforcement.

Drivers in Edinburgh alreadyknow that 20 mph speeding fines in myarea justdoesn'thappen, so they
break 20mph limits with impunity - these speed limits appear to motorists as aspirational rather than a law
(unlike the drink/drive limit, which motorists know IS enforced).

You need to back this law up with a stick.



Q5. What other measures do you think would be needed to maximise compliance with the new national
20mph speed limiton restricted roads, forexample in relation to advertising signage and police
enforcement.

This has to be enforced by 20 mph speed cameras all over the place. Drivers mustFEAR this law and
OBEY it.

And to get buy-in, not justdriver resentment, you need to fund TV ads showing whathappensto a childin
an accidentat 20 mph and at 30 mph. Those ads need to be on prime time TV, every night. Also with
roadside ads reminding drivers ofthe TV ads. You can get this advertising moneyfrom the fines from the
speed cameras.

That will make this law a reality, not justwords on paper.

Page 12: Financial implications

Q6. Taking accountof both costs and potential savings, whatfinancial impactwould you expect the
proposed Bill to have?

Significant Some Broadly Some Significant
increasein increasein cost- reduction in reduction in | Unsure
cost cost neutral cost cost
Scottish X
Government
Local X
Authorities
Motorists X
Other X
Police
Scotland

Please explain the reasons for your response

Financial implications depend on whether you introduce speed camerasto help fund enforcement of this
legislation. If you do: (1) it should be cost-neutral for Scottish Governmentand Local authorities in the
short-medium term, butwith potential for significant NHS savings due to far fewer serious RTAand
improvements in public health as people walk, use public transportand cycle more to work, losing weight.
(2) It will costmotorists for the fines, but theyll save on petrol by driving more slowly. So co st-neutral for
them overall. (3) Others will save, since they will be able cycle safely for more journeys, which is free
transportation.

Q7. Doyou believe there will be any other benefits to reducing the speed limitfrom 30mph to 20mph?

As stated above, | believe there will be significant public health benefits in addition to reduction in serious
RTAs.

Page 14: Equalities



Q8. What overall impactis the proposed Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancyand maternity?

Positive

Please explain the reasons for your response
Disabled people, elderlyand children, and pregnantwomen are at significantrisk from speeding drivers as
their mobilitycan be limited.

Q9. Could any negative impactof the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?

No

Page 16: Sustainability of the proposal

Q10. Do you considerthatthe proposed Bill can be delivered sustainablyi.e. withouthaving likely future
disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?

Yes

Please explain the reasons for your response:
It will have a good environmental impactby reducing emissions and air pollution.

Page 17: General

Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to establish a20mph defaultspeed
limiton restricted roads?

No



