
 

 
Vote Green in 2015 
 
We want a Green Government for Scotland and Britain 
and a change in our politics.  
 
Everyone is tired of the same old politics – we are ready 
for change. 
 
This election is about voting for what you believe in. 
 
The Scottish Green Party has grown five times bigger 
over the last year.  We can offer a real choice to voting 
for the other parties. 
 
We have a vision for Scotland and the UK.  Share this 
vision with your friends and family and vote Green. 
 
What’s important? 
 
Equality not poverty – £10 minimum wage 
 
Public services in public hands – nationalise the 
railways 
 
Power to communities – more powers for Scotland and 
local communities 



 
 
 
Equality not poverty 
 
We will create a more equal society and more jobs. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
A £10 minimum wage 
 
Nobody should be expected to work for low wages.  We 
will raise the Minimum Wage to £10 an hour for 
everyone by 2020. 
 
End welfare cuts 
 
The Government says people prefer benefits rather than 
work.  This is not true, but they have cut benefits 
because of this.  We will end the Bedroom Tax and 
Workfare.  
 
We will build a welfare system which ends poverty and 
promotes equality.  
 
We will bring in a “Citizens’ Income”.  This will replace 
almost all benefits apart from disability payments.  
Instead, there will be a simple regular payment to 
everyone – children, adults and pensioners.  This is 
how pensions work already.  
 
 
 



Invest in homes, health and children 
 
We will invest in homes, health and children.  
 
We will replace Council Tax with a tax on land.  We will 
build more rented homes.  We will make renting fairer, 
we will hold down rents, and we will give people more 
rights. 
 
We will help people to keep fit and healthy through 
community health projects.  
 
We will improve energy efficiency.  This will cut energy 
bills and also create thousands of jobs. 
 
Scotland’s childcare system is expensive.  We will help 
people to afford good quality childcare. 
 
Equality 
 
We will introduce a wealth tax of 2% on the richest 
people. Some rich people don’t pay their taxes.  The 
rest of us pay more tax because of this.  We will tackle 
tax dodgers. 
 
Women should be paid the same as men.  We will 
make businesses show how much they pay the men 
and women who work for them.  
 
We will increase flexible working, so people have more 
choice about when they work. 
 
 



 
 
Public services  
 
We will invest in our public services and keep them in 
public control. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
Bring the railways back into public hands 
 
East Coast Rail made over £1 billion pounds when it 
was owned by us.  This could pay for better public 
transport system.  But instead, the government has 
given the railway to private owners.  We will bring back 
the railways into public ownership. 
 
Stop the sell-off 
 
We are committed to a free health service.  But the 
Government is slowly giving bits of the health service to 
private owners.  We will end this, and make sure the 
health service is owned by all of us.  
 
The Government is also trying to give businesses more 
power over the rest of us, through something called 
TTIP.  This will stop future governments doing some 
things in the public interest.  We will end this. 
 
Invest in education and research 
 
We support investment in schools and teachers.  We 
will support colleges.  We will invest in research, to help 



new businesses and create new jobs.  We will increase 
the minimum wage for apprentices from £3.30 an hour 
to £10 an hour. 
 
Sort out the banks 
 
Banks caused the financial crash.  They should be 
lending to small local businesses, to create jobs.  But 
often the big banks prefer to gamble with our money 
instead.  
 
We will change the banking system, so we have banks 
of all types and sizes.  That means more cooperatives, 
credit unions, and small banks serving the local area, 
lending to local businesses.  
 
We will have local banks for every area.  Every bank 
must offer cheap basic banking.  
 
 
Power to communities 
 
We will deliver more powers for Scotland and for local 
communities.  
 
Here’s how: 
 
More powers for Scotland 
 
We will make sure decisions at Westminster don’t 
prevent the Scottish Parliament taking action. 
 
Most people voted No in the referendum.  We accept 



that decision.  But we think power should be as close to 
people as possible.  We think more powers should 
come from Westminster to Scotland, to local councils, 
and to local communities. 
 
Workplace democracy 
 
Some businesses are good employers, and some are 
not.  Sometimes we see people on low pay while others 
get very high pay.  Some businesses pay very little tax, 
and treat their staff poorly.  We will give employees the 
right to buy their companies and turn them into workers 
co-operatives.  
 
We support staff being on the boards of companies.  
We support trade unions.  Nobody should be treated 
badly at work.  No-one should have to accept a 
zero-hours contract.  
 
We will improve workers’ rights.  We will give people 
free access to legal advice about work problems.  We 
will limit how much pay people can get, compared to the 
lowest paid workers in the company.   
 
Communities should also be able to own local assets – 
for example football fans should be able to buy their 
football clubs. 
 
Energy  
 
Everyone should share the benefits from renewable 
energy.  We will support ‘local energy companies’.  
They will earn profits to fund public services.  



 
We will invest in community-owned energy schemes. 
We will not build new nuclear power plants. 
 
Change how Westminster runs 
 
It’s time for a change in how Westminster is run.   
 
MPs have second jobs, they do things for big firms and 
later on get well-paid jobs working for those firms.  In 
return, they make laws which help those big firms 
instead of us.   
 
We need to know more about what they are doing.  We 
need to stop them making bad use of their power. 
 
We support the Women 50:50 campaign for a balance 
of men and women in parliament. We will change the 
voting system to make it fairer.  This is called 
proportional representation.  
 
The House of Lords should be replaced by people who 
are elected.  We will give 16 year olds the vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Environment and climate change 
 
We live on one shared planet.  We must look after it.  
 
We must have a deal with other countries to reduce 
carbon emissions.  We will tackle climate change. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
Green jobs 
 
We need to respect the environment. We will invest 
millions of pounds in Green jobs, in homes, transport 
and energy.   
 
We will support industries like quality food production, 
clean chemical sciences, medical sciences, 
construction, engineering and energy.  
 
We will support small retail, tourism and sports, waste 
reuse and recycling, shipbuilding, textiles and design. 
 
Wildlife 
 
Scotland's countryside, seas and wildlife are our 
greatest assets.  They help tourism, they help our 
health and wellbeing.  
 
We will ensure wildlife is protected.  We will make sure 
people in Scotland have access to green space. 
 



North Sea  
 
We know we can’t keep burning oil, because it damages 
the planet.  But the oil industry in the North East of 
Scotland employs a lot of people.  We have to change 
direction, and also protect jobs.  
 
We will invest in renewable energy to use the skills we 
already have.  We can be very good at tidal and wave 
energy.  This can support many jobs. 
 
Growing food and fishing  
 
We must use our land and seas properly.  We will 
support sustainable farming, and fishing.   
 
We will use the law to get supermarkets to support a 
local food economy.  
 
We will oppose GM crops because control of food 
production should be publicly accountable, not in the 
hands of big businesses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Society 
 
We believe in a welfare state, social justice and a 
welcoming nation. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
A welcoming country 
 
Scotland should be a welcoming country.  Immigrants 
help our economy and enrich our culture.  Immigration 
is good for Scotland, just as Scots have benefited over 
the year through moving to other countries.  
 
Poverty and health  
 
Scotland has areas where people have poor health. 
 
To deal with this, we need to end poverty in those 
communities.  
 
We will support action to tackle poverty and inequality.  
This means a £10 minimum wage, a wealth tax 
affordable housing and a fairer social security system. 
 
Equalities and civil liberties 
 
We respect the human rights of all citizens.  People 
should be treated fairly, and equally. 
 
Our Government spies on us.  They say it is to deal 



with terrorism, but it goes far beyond this.  We will 
reduce state powers to spy on our emails and phone 
records. 
 
Europe  
 
We will fight for a more democratic Europe.  
 
The EU is far from perfect, but it has done many good 
things. We will campaign to stay in the EU.  But we 
think changes need to be made. 
 
We will use our power in support of human rights.  We 
will support the poorest countries.  
 
Peace and defence 
 
We will have a foreign policy based on peace, a global 
deal on climate change and a halt to the arms trade.  
 
We will disarm the Trident nuclear weapons.  
 
Defence workers will be trained in other skills.  We will 
use them on other work, like defence of the northern 
seas.  
 
We will leave NATO and not use weapons of mass 
destruction. We will cut military spending.  We will use 
the armed forces for defence and peace-keeping. 
 
 
Promoted by Barbara Watt on behalf of the Scottish Green 
Party, 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh, EH6 5QG. 

 


