Proposed Restricted Roads (20mph Limit)
(Scotland) Bill
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Page 7: Your views on the proposal

Q1. Which of the following bestexpresses yourview of the proposal to replace the current30mph default
speed limiton restricted roads with a 20mph limit.

Partially opposed



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to replace the current 30mph default
speed limiton restricted roads with a 20mph limit.

Please explain the reasons for your response

| travel widely around the UK, and am keen on observing speed limits, however | have noticed an
increasing tendencyto establish new restrictions withoutapparentreason. Forexample, there is a section
ofroad | useregularlyin EastAyrshire that a couple of years ago had speed humpsinstalled and a 30
mph restriction imposed. It is adjacentto a local village, but continues for a couple of miles outside ofthe
village where there are no dwellings, justfields, and noteven direct access to those fields from the road.
This is frustrating enough as an inappropriate 30 limit - to further restrict that to a 20 limitwould only
increase the instances ofbad driving such frustrating roads cause, | see no pointin annoying and
frustrating drivers unnecessatrily. | agree to 20 mph restrictions in builtup areas in towns where properties
have direct access onto the road, but not where the road is separated from the dwellings (byan access
road or similar) and notwhere there are no dwellings, or they are more than a quarter of a mile apart.
Frustration causes accidents, and should be avoided wherever practicable.

Q2. Couldthe aims ofthis proposal be better delivered in another way (withouta Bill in the Scottish
Parliament)?

Yes (if so, please explain below)

Please explain the reasons for your response

| alreadydrive through several areas where there are 20MPH restrictions in place, soitis alreadypossible
to achieve this,and | see no necessityto change the law. | think mostbusyroads could be made saferand
fuel consumption decreased by simplypreventing parents from parking outside/near school gates,
encouraging youngstersto take public transportand encouraging mums to think about the safety of
children other than theirown.

Q3. What do you think would be the main advantages, ifany, of the proposal?

| agree with lower speed restrictions where appropriate, butas this is alreadypossible where necessary, |
cant see any advantage in changing things. Frustration causes accidents and this is notwhat the
proposalintends.

Q4. What do you think would be the main disadvantages, ifany, of the proposal?

I am not sure | see any, people alreadybreak the 30 limits, and the same people (and possiblyothers)
will continue to break and 20 limits, so unless we are also planning to spend more moneyon policing it
properly, | don't think this change will achieve its aims.

Q5. What other measures do you think would be needed to maximise compliance with the new national
20mph speed limiton restricted roads, forexample in relation to advertising signage and police
enforcement.

The only thing that will enforce itis a physical police presence, and I think that would be far too costly.
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Q6. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the
proposed Bill to have?

Significant Some Broadly Some Significant
increasein increasein cost- reduction in reduction in | Unsure
cost cost neutral cost cost
Scottish X
Government
Local X
Authorities
Motorists X
Other X
Police
Scotland

Please explain the reasons for your response

There would be a significantinitial costincurred in making the changes inrespectofsignage etc. | think
there would be increased monitoring costs to enforce any changes. Motorists would incur additional fuel
costs - myengine's 'sweetspot for efficiency is not at 20MPH. The public as a whole would have to pay
for this through taxes, soit would have an increase in costs for everybody.

Q7. Doyou believe there will be any other benefits to reducing the speed limitfrom 30mph to 20mph?

For me the only importantfactorin doing this would be safety, and less accidents would resultin small
costsavings. Butif this is the rationale, we already have the ability to make this happen.
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Q8. What overall impactis the proposed Bill likelyto have on the following protected groups (under the
Equality Act 2010): race, disability, sex, genderre-assignment, age, religion and belief, sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancyand maternity?

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)

Please explain the reasons for your response
All of the above are people/pedestrians and all ofthe above are drivers, so it would impacteverybody in
pretty muchthe same way.

Q9. Could any negative impactof the proposed Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or
avoided?

n/a
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Q10. Do you consider that the proposed Bill can be delivered sustainablyi.e. without having likely future
disproportionate economic, social and/or environmental impact?

No
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Q11. Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the proposal to establish a 20mph default speed
limiton restricted roads?

No Response



